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What is LGBT Inclusive 
Education?

• An educational approach of integrating the teaching of LGBT themes - from history, people 
and role models, to equalities and human rights - into the learning pathway from the Broad 
General Education to the Senior Phase  

• Including LGBT and equalities themes within ordinary learning content can support efforts to 
address the stigma, stereotypes and prejudice which often leads to bullying and social 
exclusion of pupils who are LGBT, or are perceived to be by others  

• Practice should align with the National Approach to LGBT Inclusive Education
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The National Approach

• A proactive, educational approach to addressing prejudice and bullying 

• Learning should be embedded across identified curriculum and subject areas (e.g. not only HWB) 
from BGE to the Senior Phase 

• Learning in this area should be meaningful and part of year round ordinary learning, rather than 
exceptional or only within the context of calendar months or one off occasions 

• Resources suitable for the age and stage of the learner can be used to support teaching and 
learning 

• Connecting to the LGBT Inclusive Education Learning Themes and to the Es and Os and 
Benchmarks



LGBT Inclusive Education 
Learning Themes

• Developed to provide content headlines to support local curriculum planning 

• Core thematic areas identified by the 2018 Working Group in consultation with learners 

• Used as basis to support national resource development, NQ and CfE reform work

LGBT Inclusive Education Learning Themes
Understanding the Equality Act (2010), UNCRC and human rights
Identifying prejudice, discrimination and bullying (including homophobia, biphobia and transphobia)
Recognising and challenging gender stereotypes
Diverse families, including LGBT parents and siblings
Celebrating diversity and difference
History of LGBT equality movements
LGBT past and present figures and role models
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https://lgbteducation.scot/resources/curriculum-resources/


LGBT Inclusive Education Learning Themes Reflection Questions for Curriculum Planning

Understanding the Equality Act (2010), UNCRC and human rights
• What does ‘equality’ mean? What is ‘discrimination’?

• What are the nine protected characteristics?

• What are human rights? What are our rights under UNCRC?

• How can we promote and raise awareness of our rights at school?

Identifying prejudice, discrimination and bullying (including homophobia, 
biphobia and transphobia)

• What type of language do we hear at school, e.g. “that’s so gay” and similarly pejorative 
language?


• What are different examples of bullying behaviours (e.g. online, prejudice-based)?

• Who can we talk to if we are being bullied, or know someone who is?

• What is prejudice? What is homophobia, biphobia, transphobia?

• What case studies or examples of homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia from 

throughout history can we learn from?

Recognising and challenging gender stereotypes

• What are stereotypes? Can learners provide examples?

• What are gender stereotypes? Can learners provide examples?

• What is the impact of stereotyping? How are they connected to prejudice and inequality?

• What role models have defied gender stereotypes and expectations, and can be used as 

case studies for learning?

Diverse families, including LGBT parents and siblings
• Are there diverse representations of families when discussing family types with learners, 

such as same-sex parents, single parents, carers?

• Do I show that families can come in all shapes and sizes?

• Do I show that all of our families are different, but we all share the same love?

Celebrating diversity and difference

• Do I provide ‘mirrors’ and ‘windows’ for all learners within selected novels, texts, case 
studies, or examples used during teaching and learning?


• Have learners had the opportunity to learn more about the purpose of cultural or 
awareness raising events for different communities e.g. Black History Month, LGBT 
History Month, International Women’s Day, religious festivals?

History of LGBT equality movements

• Do learners know about how different groups of people have responded to inequality in 
the past and present? 


• Have learners had the opportunity to see representation of different rights movements in 
their learning?


• Can case studies of past inequality or discrimination faced by LGBT people be used 
during learning?

LGBT past and present figures and role models
• Do I provide ‘mirrors’ for LGBT learners and ‘windows’ for all learners?

• Do learners know about LGBT people of note from history, and learn about their 

contributions to society in Scotland and/or internationally?



LGBT Inclusive Education Learning Themes Examples of what it might look like in practice

Understanding the Equality Act (2010), UNCRC and human rights
• Relevant lessons may explore the purpose of rights; the introduction of the Equality Act 

and its protected characteristics; what the UNCRC is; what human rights are more 
broadly.


• Rights promotion across the school community, UNCRC awareness.

Identifying prejudice, discrimination and bullying (including homophobia, 
biphobia and transphobia)

• Learning about different types of bullying behaviours including prejudice-based bullying 
related to sexual orientation or gender reassignment, and effective responses to them.


• Case studies used in learning may include a specific type of prejudice, e.g. homophobia 
studied as part of learning about prejudice and bullying more broadly.


• Learners may have participated in LGBT inclusive anti-bullying workshops or activities.

• School’s anti-bullying policy and broader anti-bullying work within the school is inclusive 

of prejudice related to sexual orientation or gender reassignment.

Recognising and challenging gender stereotypes

• Books challenging gender stereotyping are used in teaching and learning and are 
available in the school library.


• Figures from the past or present who challenged or defied gender stereotypes may be 
included in topical learning (e.g. Sally Ride as a case study when exploring space/
science).

Diverse families, including LGBT parents and siblings
• Books with representation of diverse families, including same-sex families, are used in 

teaching and learning and may be available in the school or classroom library.

• Representation of LGBT families may be used in context questions, e.g. mathematics 

word problems.

Celebrating diversity and difference

• Diverse representation within selected novels, texts, case studies, examples used during 
teaching and learning.


• Opportunities to learn more about the purpose of cultural events in raising awareness of 
diversity e.g. Black History Month, LGBT History Month, International Women’s Day, 
religious festivals.

History of LGBT equality movements

• Relevant lessons may explore key historical events such as the Stonewall Riots in 1969; 
the repeal of Section 28 in 2000; the introduction of the Equality Act in 2010; or broader 
historical timelines in Scotland or internationally.


• Novel studies, art and design work may include an element of LGBT history.

• Exploring progress for LGBT equality in Scotland or internationally; exploring protest and 

rights movement using LGBT case study in relevant lessons.

LGBT past and present figures and role models
• Representation of LGBT past or present figures during relevant teaching and learning.

• Opportunities throughout curriculum for learners to learn more about the contributions of 

LGBT people from the past or present.
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